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When I asked my freshmen students ( a ) “explain their Japanese names in English, some of them
seemed to think I was crazy. ( b ) fact, many said their names had no meaning. This surprised me because I

often hear Japanese people explaining the kanji in their names when they introduce themselves for the first time. And
for Westerners, this “aspect of kanji can be *fascinating, especially *considering most Western names have no special
image or meaning.

Some students, though, “did have (I\interesting stories about their names. They explained how their parents

carefully chose each character in their first name to “express some kind of hope or “expectation for them. Or they
talked about the *connection of their last name with a *particular region of Japan. Most of these students seemed
to be proud of their names and also happy to have this kind of family story to tell. I "suspect many of them will
( Cc ) the tradition of choosing special first names for their own children.

Of course, American parents also think hard about what to name their children. Some English names *do have a
*specific meaning or at least an image. ( d ) the names “March,” “April,” “May,” and “June,” which are all girls’
names, come from the months of spring and early summer and may suggest beauty, hope, or the ( e ) of
things. For boys, names like “Butch” and “Spike” have a tough, strong image.

But these kinds of names are actually *pretty rare. (Z)I_t’s more “common for parents to simply choose a name they
like, perhaps one that's “currently “in fashion, like the name of a TV character or “public figure. Names in the family
are also popular, for example, naming a daughter after her grandmother or a son after a favorite brother. Using names
from the Bible or other famous books ( f ) common too. One of my girlfriends was named “Beth” and her
little sister, “Meg,” after the girls in the popular book Little Women. In my own family, each person has a first name
of only three letters.

Anyone who has read books or seen movies about the American South “may have noticed something interesting
about Southern names. Although most Americans have a first, middle, and last name, middle names really aren’t used
much. But in the South, quite a lot of people are called by their first and middle name, as one name. “Billy Bob” (like
the famous film director/actor Billy Bob Thornton), is a typical one for guys. Middle names are often used for *scolding
as well! I was always called “Kay” or “Katy” by my parents “except when I was in trouble. Then suddenly I became
“Kay Lynn.” Maybe that's why I don't like to use my middle name now.

But *whether we like or dislike our names, they are an “intimate part of our “identity. Unlike most things, we

keep (SJthem our whole lives, and there’s a kind of “comfort in that. ( 4\It’s not surprising then that some women "prefer

to keep their original name when they get married rather than taking their husband’s last name. It's not only an

*expression of “equality, but also a way of not ( g ) one’s “separate identity within the marriage. At least
some women think so.

Names are, after all, who we are. They may “reflect our parents’ hopes for us or “remind us of where we came
from. I've always thought Japanese were lucky to have kanji for naming. With all its beauty and variety, I can't

Imagine a better way to express something so personal as a name.
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. names like “Butch” and “Spike” have a tough, strong image
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A . these kinds of names

7. these kinds of names are actually pretty rare
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Why has the author always thought Japanese were lucky to have kanji for naming?

7.

Because kanji is beautiful and various but foreigners can't understand its meaning.

. Because 1t is difficult to imagine their personal things by using kanji in their names.

e
7.
I

Because kanji is so beautiful and various that many foreigners want to use kanji in their names.

. Because using kanji in their names is the best way to express their personal things.
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7.

What's in a Name?

A . Why is Kanji Difficult?
7.
T

What's the Most Popular Book?

. Why do Japanese Introduce Themselves?
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1.
2.

When Japanese people introduce themselves, all of them talk about the meaning in their names.
In America, English names which have a specific meaning are uncommon.
Most Americans have a first, middle, and last name, but in the American South the middle names are not used

very much.
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Robert : Welcome to London.
Miho  : Thank youso much. (A )
Robert : Good! I'm sure you'll have fun if you stay for that long. We have so many sights you must see.
Miho . Really? I'm very happy. I want to do shopping first. ( B ), so I want to buy some for them.
Robert : ( C ) There is a tea shop in the right next building.
Miho > Good. I'm also looking for Harry Potter’'s goods. My sister loves the movie very much.
Robert : There are so many shops of that kind in London.
Miho :( D )
Robert : Go out and turn left. It's about a ten-minute walk.
Miho  : OK. Thanks a lot.
Robert : ( E )
C A )

7. It's been a long trip.

A . Tl be here for two weeks.

7. This is not my first visit.

( B

)

7. I like London very much

A . My friends like tea

7. London is famous for footbhall

( C

)

7. That won't take long.

A . You should take a bus.

7. It takes you two hours to get some.

(D

)

7. How can I get there?

A . Where will you go?

7. When can I come here?

( E

)

7. 1 agree.

1. You're right.

7. You're welcome.
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A. A tall tree ( ) in my garden.
7. grows 4. helps 7. climbs I, draws
B. Our school is ( ) to his house.
7. glad A . close 7. thick .. whole
C. A ( ) is a tall African animal with a very long neck.
7. sculpture 4 . souvenir 77, journalist I.. giraffe
D. They ( ) the first runner to enter the stadium.
7. locked A . wrapped 7. cheered I.. reduced
E. Does he have enough ( ) to do all the homework tonight?
7. victim A . tunnel 7. damage TI.. energy
N. DA ~EDERXFD ( ) RICANDDICROBEYILREE (F) &. ENEAT~IOHHS 1 DBV, &EF
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A. The Olympics will finally start ( ) July 23rd.
7. at 1. on 7. in I.. for
B. You may leave ( ) you work out the problems in the textbook.
7. after 4. in 7. but I.. because of
C. Do you remember ( ) me when you were a child?
7. see 1. to see 7. seeing I.. seen
D. That movie was very moving, so it made everyone ( ).
7. cry 1. tocry 7. cried I.. to crying
E. The show will start in ( ) minutes.
7. alot 4. much 7. afew I.. alittle
V. RDOA~CIZBEXRBOE®RZEXRYT &DIC. D ERBHOXDIZIZFRLCEKREZERT LDIC ( ) RICRHEY)
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This is a picture ( ) ( ) Banksy.
B. E&id#H LVWAEEHRICHE L T\ b,
She ( ) ( ) with her new job.
C. b LABRNZS, KELZMET HDIZR D,
If I were young again, I ( ) ( ) English.
D. The girl with red hair played the guitar very well.
= The girl ( ) ( ) red hair played the guitar very well.
E. My mother gave me this letter. She didn't say anything at that time.

= My mother gave me this letter ( ) ( ) a single word.
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me now.

7. tennis 1. he 7. playing I s
B. CHNIEIHATHELRMELRALZS ),

What |

7. question A . this 7. easy I s

C. BEbbrAPBWLWYAEZE-TINE L7

My grandmother

7. me A . dinner 7. a I.. cooked

D. CAZFELWHERIEFMO TR X,

I beautiful scene.

7. a 1. such 7. have I.. seen

E. KR&JINIEND 2 ORI 7EZLH) 12X,

I hear that the Kiso River

7. 1s 1. as 7. as long I, twice
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. with

.oan

. nice

. never

. the Katsura River






